
An International Undergraduate 
Philosophy Journal

Stance: An International Undergraduate Philosophy Journal is produced and edited 
entirely by undergraduate students.  We aim to enrich student learning by 
providing an opportunity for undergraduate students to have their origi-
nal scholarly work reviewed by, or published in, a peer-reviewed academic 
journal.

Stance is published annually in April.  The deadline for submissions is mid-
December.  All papers are carefully considered in multiple anonymous 
reviews.  Notification of  initial decision is February.  All authors receive 
constructive feedback concerning submissions.

Stance requires first publication right.  All other rights reside with 
the author.  Having an international standard serial number [ISSN 
1943-1880-print; ISSN 1943-1899-electronic], Stance is registered with the 
U.S. Library of  Congress.  Stance is listed in The Philosopher’s Index.

Further information regarding Stance is available at:
http://stance.iweb.bsu.edu.  Back issues can be found on the Ball State 
University Virtual Press at: http://www.bsu.edu/library/virtualpress/
stance.

Inquiries should be directed to David W. Concepción, Ph.D., 
dwconcepcion@bsu.edu.

Stance gratefully acknowledges Ball State University’s support of  the publi-
cation of  this journal.

© Ball State University. All rights reserved.

Stance



Editor-in-Chief
Caleb Mosier

Managing Editor
David W. Concepción, Ph.D.

Associate Editors
Veronica Buckler
Belkisa Hrustanovic
Kiley Neal
Jacob Taylor
Adam Vaughn

Lead Copy Editor
Ben Rogers 

Editorial Board
Kentory Bennett
Derek Gosman
Josh Holmer
Kevin Mager
Dominic Martyne
Harrison Null
Ben Rogers

Web Design Specialist
Josh Holmer

Copy Editors
Spencer McNelly
Catherine Roberts
Austin Russell

Production/Design
Elizabeth Palmer
Katherine Priddy

St
aff



Keming “Eddy” Chen, Calvin College
David Delgadillo, Arizona State University
Matthew Jeffers, University of  Wisconsin-Madison
Joan Larson, Nebraska University
Charles Maimone, James Madison University
Daniel Moerner, Pomona College
Daniel Telech, University of  Toronto
Jay Weismuller, Macalester College
Josephine Yurcaba, North Carolina State University

External Reviewers

Debra Bellamy, Goucher College
maggie castor, Elon College
Amanda Gorman, University of  Mary Washington
Daniel Lewis, Bethel University
Michaela Manson, Concordia University, Quebec
Anne Spire, Arizona University
Sara Stern, Claremont McKenna College
Zahra Sultani, Wilfrid Laurier University

Assistant Editorial Board





C
on

te
nt

s Across and Beyond: The Semantics of  
Transgender Identity 
Gunnar Lund, Boston College

Science: A Greatest Integer Function–A 
Punctuated, Cumulative Approach to the 
Inquisitive Nature of  Science 
Kristianne C. Anor, York University, CAN

Descriptions of  Scientific Revolutions:  
Rorty’s Failure at Redescribing Scientific 
Progress 
Kyle Cavagnini, University of  North Carolina 

Kept Down By the Man, Damn the Man: The 
Figurative and Literal Alienation of  Women 
Amanda Frankel, Seton Hall University 

Understanding Thomas Reid 
Garrett Allen, University of  Nebraska-Lincoln

The Principle of  Implicit Ignorance 
Phillip Curtsmith, Western Connecticut State University

The Truth of  the Matter:  A Defense of  
Critical Thinking as the Principle Aim of  
Education
Vincent Charles Sawaya, Michigan State University

To Gay, or Not To Gay?
Debra Bellamy, Goucher College

Finite in Infinity: Spinoza’s Conception of  
Human Freedom Explained Through His 
Metaphysics
Hannah Laurens, Birkbeck College, UK

Elegy to Narcissus 
Peter Antich, University of  Dallas

7

19

31

45

55

		63

75

85

97

												
111


